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Topic Area A
The G-20/Group of twenty
The G-20 comprises 19 countries and the European Union. They
inherently deal with issues relating to Climate Change, Financial
Instability and International Trade. As a result of multiple economic
crises in 1999, the world's largest economies came together to form
the g-20. This group meets up annually to deal with crises
pertaining to the status quo. The crisis committee will simulate the
group of twenty as a result of a range of crises affecting the global
community. Observer states will not be entertained.
As of 2021 there are 20 members of the group:
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, the European Union,
France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the United
Kingdom, and the United States.
Global institutions
The term “Global institutions” is specifically contingent on the basic
concept of global governance. Global governance refers to the way
the international community is kept in order without the presence of
a sovereign authority. It is predominantly governed by laws, global
standards, shared values and common norms on a global scale.
Global governance is based on rules, rights and standards that are
enforced through a combination of economic and moral incentives
that go beyond international, transnational and regional limits.
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The enforcement of this global governance is hence carried out by
“Global Institutions” which can on a basic level be understood as
“global policing forces”. The prime aim of these global institutions is
to solve or negotiate problems that affect the global community as a
whole. It can be said that they create a standard for diplomacy and
cooperation between the states and at large, the global community.
The most prominent international institution is the United Nations
(UN), founded in 1945 with the intention to maintain international
peace and security. The United Nations provides a forum that
allows its members to communicate and negotiate with one another,
while also providing mechanisms which enable governments to
cooperate in problem-solving and to reach a consensus. Such
bodies are integral in maintaining diplomacy and interconnectivity
within global political and economic systems. Whether that
interconnectivity is ethical or reasonable is a question we look
forward to the committee answering.
Corporations such as the South-South, North-South and
Triangulation Cooperation are binded by a common aim. Examples
of such include the seventeen Sustainable Development Goals and
Climate Change. Delegates are expected to be well-versed
regarding the concept of why global institutions exist and
consequently, the imperative role they play in the status quo.
The United Nations has set up a 2030 agenda with 17 SDG’S.
Financing for sustainable development is additionally available,
given the dimensions, scale and level of sophistication of the
worldwide economic system with gross world product and global
gross financial assets estimated at over US $80 trillion and US$ 200
trillion respectively. The financing gap to realize the SDGs in
developing countries is estimated to be US$ 2.5 – 3 trillion per
annum.
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History of Financial Institutions; World Bank and International
Monetary Fund
The creation of both the World Bank and the IMF (International
Monetary Fund) root from the effort to rebuild the world economy
after WWII with a particular emphasis on lending money to Western
European governments to stabilise them and mitigate the post-war
devastation. In the 1980s both of the institutions began promoting
the ideologies of free market, deregulation and trade liberalisation
which aligned with the US foreign policy at the time. It was only near
the 2000’s when both the bodies began gearing towards their
agenda of restructuring the international economy and promoting
global interconnectivity. Today both these institutions play a
fundamental role in aiding countries in times of need. The voting
shares are as follows;
World Bank:

International Monetary Fund:
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World bank
The World Bank is an international financial institution whose
objective is to “bridge the economic divide between poor and rich
countries." It does this through two organizations: The International
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, which provides credit,
loans, and grants and The International Development Association,
which provides grants to low-income countries and low- or nointerest loans.
A commonly asked question is where does the World Bank itself get
its money from and to answer that; the World Bank itself gets
funding from developed, wealthy countries and from the issuance of
bonds on the world's capital markets. Capital markets are in person
or digital markets where savings and investments are pooled
together between suppliers. Some prominent ones include the stock
market and bond market.
With the source of finance understood, it is also integral to
understand how the World Bank operates. The Bank aims to
achieve its goals through the provision of long-term loans, grants to
governments to finance development projects and structural reform
in areas such as education, healthcare, public administration,
infrastructure, private sector development, primary industry
development and technical support. The core framework behind all
these forms of economic relief is: the integration of resources and
economic systems of the developed countries into those of the
developing. By carrying out this agenda, the economic systems set
up in lower countries imitate those of 1st world countries and
become an extension of their power and control. The World Bank
made four loans totalling $497 million in 1947, as compared to 302
commitments totalling $60 billion in 2015. This institution provides
loans on a conditional basis. They are famously known for
implementing structural changes within the country in
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respect to their Fiscal and Monetary policies. In addition to this,
they impose compound interest in their loans, consequently, the
country who initially takes the money is likely to be stuck in a debt
cycle.
IMF
The IMF (International Monetary Fund) is another international
financial institution whose goals intersect with those of the World
Bank. Its basic principles are to stimulate global monetary
cooperation, financial stability, sustainable economic growth and
international trade. It holds membership in 190 countries and is
currently in control of the economic architecture of the world.
The IMF and World Bank collaborate on a routine basis and both
work hand in hand to carry out their goals. The IMF assesses a
country’s general economic situation and its policies advise the
Bank’s evaluation of potential development projects or reforms. It
can be said that they work side by side to facilitate each other’s
global agenda. Similar to the World Bank, the IMF uses a policy of
lending money to support the economies of member countries with
balance of payments problems instead of lending to fund individual
projects. This assistance encompasses replenishment of
international reserves, stabilization of currencies, and laying the
foundations of economic growth. The adjoining impact of the World
Bank and the IMF has created a new global power system where
sovereignty is globalized and constitutional authority is no longer in
the hands of nations but in global markets and international
bodies.
A core focus of the IMF was to reconstruct the international
monetary system and to create seamless links between the
independent economies of states.
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Another prime function of the IMF is providing technical assistance
and policy advice in the following areas: fiscal policy, statistics,
banking and financial system supervision and regulation.
Impact on Third world countries
With a prime focus on rebuilding the economies of developing
countries, the IMF and the World Bank have integrated themselves
into the governance and foundations of 3rd world countries in a
very methodical way. The IMF’s promise to help third world
countries is largely based on a certain set of conditions it imposes
on the country that requires their help. These conditions include
structural changes made to the economy of the country under the
name of “Structural adjustment Programs” which facilitates money
flow into the country by promoting exports allowing the country to
pay off its debts. This in the long run allows the IMF, and by
extension; the U.S, to have a hold on the economy of a country
they are “helping”.
Similarly, the conceptions of growth and economics held by the
World Bank are largely western corporate values that undermine
local cultural concerns. This lack of concern can be seen in a
project titled ‘Green Revolution’ in agriculture, which was a largely
conducted project by the World Bank around the 70’s. It’s goal was
the massive industrialization of agriculture, which included the
replacement indigenous crops with modern crops and GMOS that
required expensive investments of chemicals, fertilizers and
machinery. It was imposed on indigenous populations which had
pre-existing sustainable and self-sufficient traditions of rural
agriculture. This raises the imminent issues of marginalization and
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wealth disparity.
By breaking down pre-existing systems and economies and instead
incorporating themselves, the IMF and the World Bank have made
themselves indispensable for “global growth”.

Roles Played by Developed Worlds
The United States of America has played an important role in
achieving sustainability. The DFI’S and IFI’s have done brilliant
efforts to bridge the financing gap. There is important development
in sustainable finance in Russia. There was a €500 million green
bond by Russian railways in May 2019. The Moscow Stock
Exchange also launched a sustainable development sector in
August 2019. Critical to China’s economic successes has been the
important use of the country’s state backed banking institutions.
Some of China’s biggest financial institutions are CDB, ICBC,
CITIC etc. In 2004, Huawei received a US $10 billion credit from
the China Development Bank and US $600 million from the
Export-Import Bank of China to fund its global expansion.
However, there continues to be a global fight on the hegemonic
power these countries withhold. Consequently, the permanent five
countries (Security Council) are argumentably in a constant race to
gain the hegemonic power in the world. An imperative way to do
this is by playing the parental role for countries with agrarian
economies, furthermore, by establishing multinational
corporations. (MNCs)
Asian Infrastructure Investment Banks
The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) multilateral
development bank that gives financing for infrastructure projects in
Asia. It began operations in January 2016. Like other
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development banks, its mission is to enhance social and economic
outcomes in its region, Asia, and beyond. This bank currently has
86 approved members worldwide. The bank's priorities are
projects that promote sustainable Infrastructure and to support
countries that are striving to meet environmental and development
goals.

The Debate
One of the main problems with financial institutions is their
commitment to sustainability by focusing on energy and water in
their sustainability reporting. These issues are simply not material to
the sustainability of the institution itself. Thus, this focus is not
material to shareholders and a vast range of other stakeholders
including employees, customers, counterparties, and society itself
which depend upon a stable financial services sector to create jobs
and responsible economic growth.
In addition to this, developing countries tend to be very reliant on
these bodies, thus, if there is a defect in these bodies, it inherently
affects every country tied to them.
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Topic Area B
History and emergence of Covid-19
Coronavirus was first discovered in the 1960s where people
suffered respiratory diseases . ever since then by the year 2003 a
minimum of 5 new coronaviruses were discovered. Covid 19 has
been documented as the fifth pandemic this world has seen since
the flu pandemic, 1918. Covid 19 was first reported in China
,Wuhan, after which it spread worldwide. Coronavirus is known to
have started as a zoonotic virus that has caused a wide variety of
symptoms; cold, severe respiratory diseases and body aches. Since
the virus is greatly contagious, it quickly spreads and continuously
evolves within the human population. The virus has been confirmed
in more than 100 countries and has caused great struggle for
countries to cope with the struggle of resources
Other existing pandemics:
Chikungunya
Chikungunya virus is spread due to an infected mosquito. Some of
the symptoms include fever, body aches, headache, muscle pain
and rash. This virus has been discovered in countries in Africa,
Asia, Europe, and the Indian and Pacific oceans.
Chikungunya was first discovered in 1952, Tanzania, and since
then chikungunya has rapidly spread in 60 countries all over Asia,
Africa, Europe and the US. The virus originated in kenya in 2004
and spread to areas in its vicinity. In the next two years around 500
000 cases were reported. One of the worst cases was on La
Reunion Island, where more than 1/3 of its people were infected.
The virus then spread to India where it infected approximately 1.5
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million people in a few years. Indonesia, the Maldives, Sri Lanka,
Myanmar and Thailand were all hit by the devastating effect of the
Chikungunya virus.
Cholera
The disease originates from the 19th century, India, where the
outbreak was first discovered. Ever since then there have been
various outbreaks and 7 global pandemics of cholera. Cholera
infects 1.3 to 4 million people each year, killing 21,000 to 143,000
people according to the world health organisation.
Cholera is known to be an infectious disease which is caused by a
bacterium, vibrio cholerae. People are affected by cholera due to
bacteria contaminated foods or liquids. There are numerous strains
of cholera some of which include O1 and O139.
Ebola Virus Disease
The Ebola Virus was discovered in 1976 near the ebola river . Ever
since then the virus has led to outbreaks in several African
countries. The origin of Ebola is unknown however it is believed to
be animal-borne. The virus spreads through the contact of blood,
body fluids and tissues of animals. The first outbreak occurred in
the Democratic Republic of Congo whilst the other outbreak took
place in South Sudan. At first the health officials assumed that
these two events were not related, however after more investigation
both outbreaks were different strands of the same virus, ebola
The 2014–2016 outbreak in West Africa was the biggest Ebola
outbreak since the virus was first discovered in 1976. The outbreak
originated in Guinea and then spread across borders to Sierra
Leone and Liberia.
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Response of developing countries towards covid 19
The COVID-19 pandemic has affected people worldwide. Cases of
the COVID-19 coronavirus have been found in the majority of the
world’s Least Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked Developing
Countries (LLDCs) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS);
three vulnerable country groups with a combined population of over
1 billion.
The pandemics impact on LDCs,LLDCs and SIDS will be
unimaginable and will consequently affect human health and social
and economic status. The absence of development, financial
resources, high debt levels and weak health system creates a
pertinent issue. This pandemic has not only affected the present
healthcare and economy but also the future of education, human
rights, food security and economic development.
Biological warfare; an emerging threat in the 21st century
The year 2021 has made people question: is Covid-19 a hoax? Is
covid- 19 a virus created by mankind to reset world order? Is this
the dawn of an era where countries fight for supremacy through
manufactured bacteria?
As independent states attempt to combat this imminent threat they
also are working simultaneously to attempt to bring bioweapons
under their control. Although the Biological Weapons Convention
signed in 1975 prohibits the stockpiling, acquisition and
development of bioweapons, with the emergence of covid-19 the
magnitude of biological warfare has been brought to light once
more.
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Being invisible and able to wipe out thousands of people at a time,
the existence and use of bioweapons has the ability to change the
power dynamics of the world. Because of that fact, both the strong
and the weak are working on obtaining these weapons.
As science and technology rapidly progress, it is only inevitable that
countries will be able to harness the full power of biological warfare
in the foreseeable future to create a time where guns and bombs
are no longer the primary weapons of warfare.
History of biological warfare
Biological warfare means the use of contagious and toxin agents
such as viruses or bacteria to increase terrorrism or use in warfare.
The first ever case of biological warfare is dated back to 1346 when
the Mongols had attacked their enemy by contaminating their
regions with dead bodies. It is said that this led to the plague that
resulted in Black Death in Europe.
Similarly, the American population was exposed to many deadly
diseases after coming in contact with the Old World. An example of
biological warfare was documented involved British commander
Jeffrey Amherst and Swiss-British officer Colonel Henry Bouquet
who wrote to each other about the possibility of introducing blankets
infected with smallpox to Indians as part of Pontiac's Rebellion, an
event which took place during the Siege of Fort Pitt in 1763 towards
the end of the French and Indian War.
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